
Portraiture



Portraiture
Week 4



Portraiture
LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΗ



Portraiture

!Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘand your rapport



Quality of Light



Hard Light ςclearly defined shadows



Soft Light ςindistinct shadows
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Light

HardLight SoftLight

Sharper-edged shadows Softer-edged or undefined shadows

Smaller the light source e.g. the sun Larger the light source e.g. overcast sky

Further away from the subject                      Closer to the subject

So its the relative size of the light compared with the subject
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Light Drop Off

ÅStuart is standing next to a white 
brolly, just out of frame 

ÅDouble the distance from light 
source ςreduce light by 75%

Inverse Square Law



Light Modifiers



Beauty Dish             Silver Reflective Brolly       Plus Diffuser Layer                      Shoot Through Brolly

Ring Softbox                       Softbox                             Reflector                             Long Softbox

Light 
Modifiers



Light Modifiers

Softbox without cover Softbox with one cover                        Softbox with two covers



Light Modifiers

Beauty Dish Beauty Dish without cover Beauty Dish with cover Beauty Dish with cover and grid





Catchlights (in the eyes) ςƳŀƪŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘȅΗ
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Study people pictures from magazines and work out,
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Study people pictures from magazines and work out,

ÅWhat style of lighting was used
ÅWhat light modifiers (if any)



Basic Lighting Styles
All of these can be with one light



Rembrandt Lighting



Rembrandt Lighting

Triangle on cheek

Light direction



Rembrandt Lighting

Triangle on cheek

Light direction



Split lighting: 

half the face lit and half in shadow



Split lighting: 

half the face lit and half in shadow



Short Lighting:
light on the opposite 
side of the face



Top view Short Lighting:
light on the opposite 
side of the face



Broad Lighting: light on 
the near side of the face



Broad Lighting: light on 
the near side of the face



Daughter Rachael wanted a corporate style portrait

Butterfly, (Beauty), (Paramount), (Clamshell)

ÅaŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅΩ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǎŜΦ 

ÅThe light is centrally above the forehead with a 
reflector below the chin 

ÅThere is also a hair light
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High Key /Low Key

High Key ςBackground brighter than subject                            Low Key ςBackground darker than subject



Putting it all together



Single shoot-through 
white brolly. Amazing 
what you can do in a 
space the size of a 
pool table!

Set your light up first 
and get it all working 
before you 
photograph everyone 
at the party.



Hollywood Glamour Session 
at Titchfield Festival Theatre

Key Light (Beauty Dish), Hair Light (Speedlitewith snoot - to the right), and third Speedlitebehind the Chaise
Note the Moodboard. Actually, the Hair light is brighter than Key Light ςWhoops!



A Moodboard is a good way of swapping ideas 
with your sitter and agreeing what to work on.



Three light set up

Key Light (Softbox to our left)

Fill Light giving the catchlights 
(white brolly to right of camera), 

Hair Light /Kicker (Speedlitehigh to 
right behind Steward facing toward 
the camera)



Film Noir
Loves shadow, smoke, 
venetian blinds, and 
menace



Hollywood Glamourςlights hard and high up



Joseph Wright of 
Derby. 1768
Experiment on a 
bird in an air pump



Joseph Wright of 
Derby. 1768
Experiment on a 
bird in an air pump

Chiaroscuro



Light



Shallow Depth of Field
concentrates the viewer on the eyes



How to animate your sitter!



Winston Churchill by Yousuf Karsh, 1941

famously ripped the cigar from him and was rewarded with a real Churchill glower!



Establish a rapport 

Å Exude confidence!

Å Pay your sitter a sincere compliment

Å Say their name repeatedly

Å Discover their passions

Å Never use negative terms











Ψbƻǿ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩ 


